IK)	How to knoiv the Indian Waders.
The Great European Bustard.
Otis tarda.—blanford,  Faun. Brit. Ind. Birds,
Vol. IV, p. 193.
In this bird the build is heavy and powerful, the legs
not being longer in proportion than a Turkey's and the
bill, somewhat like that of that bird, but proportionately
longer and stouter. The male is much bigger than the
female and has long bristly whiskers, but otherwise they
do not differ much.
The general plumage of the male is light chestnut above
coarsely pencilled with black ; the head and upper neck
are French grey, the lower neck dull cinnamon, forming a
band across the breast; below this the underparts are white
as also are the wings, except for the black pinion-quills.
In hens and young cocks there is no brown band across the
breast. The bill and feet are dull grey, and the eyes brown
in both sexes. The male may reach a length of three-and-
a-half feet, with a wing (closed) of two feet; the shank will
measure over six inches, and the bill, from the gape
or corner of mouth, half of this. The hen is less than a
yard long, and has the closed wing under twenty inches.
The weight varies exceedingly; the only specimen ever
killed in India, a hen, weighed only eight-and-half pounds,
while large old males may run up to thirty, as they take
several years to come to their full size. Such big fellows are
called by the Spaniards c 'Moriscoes," or c 'Barbones'' which
I suppose may be freely paraphrased as c' Turks 5' or
"Whiskerandos," the allusion being to the old male's
c 'Dundrearies." no doubt. When courting the male com-
bines the extravagancies of the Pouter and Fantail Pig-
eons, besides turning much of his plumage the wrong way.
This species ranges across the temperate parts of the
Old World generally, although the East Siberian form is

